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CONCLUSIONS

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the International Labour Office (ILO) held a conference on Civil society in the Black Sea region and the Eastern Partnership countries – Promoting civil and social dialogue on 2 and 3 March 2009 in Brussels. 

Representatives of civil society of the EU, Black Sea and the Eastern Neighbours countries, including employers' and workers' organisations, participated in the conference. During the conference they had the opportunity to exchange views on civil society's contribution to the Eastern Partnership and the Black Sea Synergy initiatives, the promotion of effective social dialogue in the region, and civil society networks at national and regional level.

After two days of discussions on these subjects, the participants in the conference have adopted the following conclusions: 

1. The participants in the conference welcome the strengthening of relations with the EU Eastern Neighbours, Turkey and Russia through the Black Sea Synergy and the Eastern Partnership initiatives. 

2. They welcome the substantial complementarity existing between these two initiatives, that share some important fields of action despite pursuing different objectives and using different instruments. 

3. Therefore, the participants call for coordination of the future actions developed in the framework of the Eastern Partnership and the Black Sea Synergy by building on existing cooperation.

Involvement of civil society in the Eastern Partnership and Black Sea Synergy initiatives 

4. The participants consider that civil society should be actively involved in these two initiatives through its networks at national and regional level, in order to promote civil and social dialogue in the partner countries.

5. The participants underline the urgent need for capacity building of social partners and other civil society organisations in the regions. They call for access to funding for these organisations to be facilitated in order to enable them to participate fully in the Black Sea Synergy and Eastern Partnership initiatives. 

6. The participants encourage the EESC to continue playing a supportive role in the establishment of civil society networks at national and regional level and to continue to strengthen its relations with civil society organisations in the partner countries.

7. The participants call for civil society to be consulted in the upcoming negotiation processes for Association Agreements between the EU and partner countries, especially regarding the role of civil society and the possibility of establishing civil society joint consultative committees in the framework of these agreements. The civil society should be also closely involved in the process of designing, implementing and monitoring the European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plans.
8. The participants welcome a number of initiatives by civil society in the Black Sea region. This cooperation pattern should be further developed into regular meetings involving all civil society actors including social partners, building on the principles of democracy, independence, and representativity. 
9. The participants call, in the framework of the Eastern Partnership, for civil society to be an active participant in the institutional structure of the initiative through the setting-up of the Civil Society Forum and participation in the four thematic platforms planned. Given that the suggested areas of action are of primary interest for civil society and their important expertise and know-how in all these fields, the representatives of civil society should be regularly invited to participate in the platforms.

10. The participants request that the establishment of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum should start immediately after the official launch of the initiative in order to make it operational in the second half of 2009. 

11. The participants call for the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum to include all representative actors of civil society – social partners, NGOs and other interest groups – in order to add real value for the implementation of the Eastern Partnership Initiative, especially in fields such as improved market access, labour mobility, migration, social and economic development and people-to-people contacts. For issues related to employment and labour policies it is also important to provide a specific role for organisations of workers and employers and the social dialogue.
12. The participants consider that the Civil Society Forum could serve as a platform for exchange of best practices regarding the role of civil society in the national decision-making process and on the development of social dialogue. 

13. However, the participants estimate that the Forum should also have a consultative role in respect of the implementation of the Eastern Partnership, issuing proposals for actions under the four thematic platforms and addressing reports and recommendations to the Heads of State and Government meetings and ministerial meetings. 

14. The participants call on the Summit of Heads of State and Government to request the EESC to play a key role in the setting–up of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum, given its experience in developing civil society networks at national and regional level. Appropriate funding should be made available to enable full and effective participation of civil society representatives in this forum. 
Promotion of social dialogue 

15. The participants underline the role of tripartism and effective social dialogue as a key means of developing strategies and policies to address the current economic and employment crisis and promoting decent work for all working women and men in the region. Promoting social dialogue is part of both the EU social model and the ILO strategic objectives.
16. The participants request governments in the region to work more closely with employers' and workers' organisations to promote fundamental principles and rights at work and to remove existing obstacles which still hinder the effective exercise of the right to freedom of association and collective bargaining. The participants highlight the great added value of exchanging good practices throughout the regions, including trans-border cooperation.
17. They invite ILO to increase its technical support to the countries in the regions, through its field-based offices, to strengthen the capacity of social dialogue institutions and actors, namely employers' and workers' organisations and labour administrations, in order to create the conditions for an effective implementation of the objective of decent work as emphasised by the ILO 2008 Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalisation. The European Commission should also support capacity building of social partners in this context. 

Promotion of civil dialogue 

18. The participants recognise the importance of developing civil dialogue alongside social dialogue in all partner countries. They consider that the existence of separate institutions dealing with social and civil dialogue is an important democratic principle and that civil dialogue institutions are no substitute for social dialogue ones and that they complement each other.

19. The participants consider that cooperation between civil society organisations of the regions with those in the EU should lead to the establishment of a strategy for civil society development and to the creation of an appropriate framework for civil dialogue at national level in all partner countries.  

20. The participants call for specific actions and reforms to be undertaken in all countries of the Black Sea and Eastern Partnership regions to increase the involvement of civil society in the national decision-making process. 

21. The participants urge the governments of those countries to fully respect the activities of legitimate, independent and representative civil society organisations and to take into greater account the opinions and recommendations of these organisations in all economic and social initiatives undertaken at national level. 
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